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Contact: Bill McCarthy, director of communications, Foundation for Defense of Democracies,
202-207-0190; Robert Saldin, assistant professor, UM Department of Political Science, 406243-4418, robert.saldin@umontana.edu.
UM PROFESSOR NAMED ACADEMIC FELLOW AT WASHINGTON THINK TANK
MISSOULA Robert Saldin, an assistant professor of political science at The University of
Montana, has been designated an Academic Fellow in terrorism studies for 2009-10 at the
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a nonpartisan policy institute in Washington, D.C.
Saldin will travel to Israel in early June for an intensive course in terrorism studies.
“Terrorism is the greatest threat today to the world’s democracies, including the United
States and our allies around the globe,” said Clifford May, president of FDD. “To win the war
against terrorism, we must win the war of ideas by promoting democracy and defeating the
totalitarian ideologies that drive and justify terrorism .”
The FDD Academic Fellows program provides a 10-day learning experience to U.S.based educators and researchers to provide them with cutting-edge information about
terrorism. The 2009 program will be conducted in Israel at Tel Aviv University May 30-June
10. It includes lectures by academics and military and intelligence officials, as well as
diplomats from Israel, Jordan, India, Turkey and the United States. It also includes hands-on
experience such as visits to police, customs and immigration facilities, military bases and
border zones.

“I am very much looking forward to the opportunity to listen and participate in the
exchanges and interactions that we will all have in Israel,” Saldin said.
FDD is a nonprofit think tank that produces independent analyses of global terrorist
threats and explores the historical, cultural, philosophical and ideological factors that drive
terrorism and threaten the individual freedoms guaranteed within democratic societies. For
more information, visit the FDD Web site at http://w w w .defenddemocracy.org.
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